MOTHERS APRON-STRINGS
forgive his father and Walpole for this interference with his
happiness.
Thus soon after his arrival in England * Fritz' found himself
dragged into the vortex of the opposition to the Walpole ad-
ministration; and this meant that he was politically arrayed
against his own father and mother. Walpole's enemies quickly
convinced him that he was a most ill-used son. They applauded
his attempts to get his own back by petty annoyances of his
father and mother. Under the subtle guidance of George Bubb
Dodington, later Lord Melcombe, the Prince established an
opposition court, in which all sorts of discreditable manoeuvres
were worked out to undermine Walpole's political influence in
the country. And poor 4 Fritz' had not the wit to realize that
all the time he was nothing better than a political cat's-paw!
The relationship of die King and Prince of Wales was a public
scandal which did serious damage to the Monarchy. It found
an expression in the Tweedledum-Tweedledee controversy over
die merits of Handel's and Buononcini's operas. The King,
Queen and Princess Royal were Handel's patrons, and attended
his operas at the Haymarket. * Fritz ' and his friends, thereupon,
gave their favours to Buononcini, whose operas were performed
at Lincoln's Inn Fields. The division of Society into rival operatic
camps produced the popular jingle:
Some say compared to Buononcini
That Mynher Handel's but a ninny;
Others aver that he to Handel,
Is scarcely fit to hold a candle.
Strange all this difference should be
'Twixt Tweedledum and Tweedledee!
Lord Chesterfield records how once looking in at the Haymarket
Opera House and seeing only the King, Queen and the Princess
Royal there, he discreetly withdrew for fear of intruding into
a family conference! Poor Handel was forced into bankruptcy
as a result of the rivalry; but good came out of evil, for there-
after he turned his attention to the composition of those delightful
oratorios which are so intimately associated with his name.
Another grievance with * Fritz ' was that his sister was married
in 1734 to that ugliest of princes, the Prince of Orange. It was
not that his brother-in-law's looks bothered him: it was the